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| [Eamſliſt che Secret of this 
Mi SCHEME was lodg d on- 
ly in my Breaſt, my | 
Thoughts were daily  _ 
| employ d thereon ; and 

the more cloſely I conſider d it, the 

more fully was I aſſur d of its Uſe- 

fulneſs: At length I diſclos'd ta ſome 

few of my Friends the Poſſibility 


A 2 there 20 


FP 44. 
there: was of ſuch a Performanc > 
o al dectar'd, that They thought 
poſſhbl e ener Wit com- 
muhicate rhe. Method whereby I 
propoſed to do it, than they repli- 
ba Ir wb do. And 1 A8 not 
but you, and every impartial Rea- 
der, will be of this Opinion, as 
ſoon as you ſhall have read my Pro- 
polals to this End. +4 Fo. 


The Piſcouragements OPT I 
have already met with, and the 
great Charge and Trouble I have 
been at, have not ſo much Weight 
with me as to prevent my going yet 
farther. Whatever is calculated for 
the Advantage of the Publick-onghe | 
to be no Secret; and therefore I have 
been induced wo appear abroad in 
this manner, and ſubmir to publick 
View lat J have the Honour to 
addreſs to you; and the rather, ſince 
my Subject has ſome relation to 
what 


1 


ROT 
what His Moſt Gracious Majeſty, 
like a true Father of his People, re- 
commended in his firſt Speech to 
the Parliament, viz. That if am Mee 
thod could be found out for raiſing the ne- 
ceſſary Supplies, leſs grievous to his Peo- 
ple than another, that ſhould have the 
Preference in all their Deliberations. 


As His Majeſty was accordingly 
addreſs'd thereupon by that Augult 
and Honourable Aſſembly, of which 
you are a Member, and was aſſur d, 
that it ſhould be ſo, 1 flatter my ſelf this 
Propoſal, which chiefly ſprings from 
an ardent Deſire of being ſerviceable 
to my King and Country, will meet 
with that favourable Reception and 
Encouragement which is due to 
whatever is calculated to promote the 


Welfare and Advantage of the Com- 


munity. Whether what J offer has 

this Tendency, I ſubmit to you, and 

every conſiderate Perſon that may 
N We peruſe 
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61 


b theſe Papers. For my own 
part, I am ſatisfied, that Jam able 
to invalidate any Objections that can 
be brought againſt this Expedient; 

and therefore I queſtion not but all, | 
who duely weigh what I ſhall pro- 
poſe, will agree, that immenſe Sums 

may be rais d for the Government at 
a {mall Charge, by this Method, 

with little or no Grievance to the 

| Subject, and unattended With a nu 

merous Train of Officers, as in other 

| Taxes, who run deep into their In- 
come, and thereby render them ſq. 
* f 


What [ ſhall propoſe will appear 

4 & plain and eaſy, that many will 
wonder it was never thought of be- 
fore; but every Thing has its Time 

and Seaſon; and all Men are not 

Maſters of the ſame Thoughts, nor 

any ki at all times. It is not im- 


5 AN t chere may be ſome, who 
have 


„ 1 
have applied their Thoughts to Hays 
and Means, and who envy every uſes 
ful Scheme that does not come from 
them; that, to leſſen it, may ſay, 
They knew it before. If any ſuch there 
be, I would deſire them to anſwer 
me one plain Queſfion, (viz; If they 
Aid know it, and found it would anſwer 
the Purpoſes it is intended for, » why were - 
they ſo wanting to themſelves and their 
Country, as to keep it 4 Secret? As it 
never was made publick, and there 
has not appear d even the leaſt De- 
ſign of any thing like it, it is an un- 
deniable Conſequence to me, that it 
was never thought of before: And 
therefore I humbly hope, if any 
Thanks or Reward is due to ſuch a 
Diſcovery, that they will be mine, 
ſince it will be of the ſame Uſe to 
the Publick as if it had been thought 
of thirty Years ago. 
eig gude e . 
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The Uſefulneſs of chis Pro jecli⸗ 5 
| on does not conſiſt ſo much in diſ- 
covering what a Tax may be laid 
on, (ſince that falls within the Com- 
pas of almoſt every common Ug- 

- derftanding,) as it does in fixing it in 
ſuch a manner, that Trade ſhall not 
be oppreſs d that the Poor ſhall nat 

be eee that there (hall be no 

555 additional Charge of Officets to col-_ 

lect it; and, in a Word, that it 

hall tbe: morally impoſſible to de- 
| © F#aud the Crown of its Due. To 

evidence oh FREY 128 ns it 1 3 
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- Tha, a Tax be laid "a Broads 8 
Goth, Hats and Wigs, and that 


er 4 ne: _ Se) wanne 2 
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1. That bs ak per Vard, as 
| ſhall be thought proper, be 
laid on all Broad - Cloth that 


ſhall 
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hall be ſold by Retail fox 


e rethanchs Value ＋ 108.7 
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_ —— 3 no 9 td WE 
in regard the Buyer, or ere 
the Cloth will here pay the Duty. 
Nor can it affect the Poor, ſince 
their Abilities will ſeldom permit 
them to go above that Price; but 
if it ſhould, they will then tax Mar 
ſelves, and: will have no Reaſon to 
complain where the Act is volunta- 
ry. As to the Rich, it will not be 
much felt or regarded by them: For 
Example, Let us ſuppoſes that there 
was only 12 d. per Vard laid on all 
Broad Cloth retail d above the Price 
aforeſaid: As a Suit of Cloarhs ſel- 
dom takes up more than five Yards, 
the Tax thereon would be but Five 
Shillings; which is but inconſidera- 


dle to a Benn or Tradeſman 


of Note. As immenſe Sums will 
B ariſe 


LE 


ans from clib latttele Ladd what 1. 


(AI Farther propoſe, rere is no 
doubt but the Goveithrhent, if this 
Scheme is approv'd of, will either 


rake off ſome of the meftbarthen- 


ſome Taxes, of ſo eafe the Publick 


ehiertin; chat we Thall here pay leſs 
than We dd there.” * NY 16M 


| | *. ” 4 12 245 * 
Ang . 105151 itil jd; 


nd bee that vterta in 
! , Duty be laid upon every Hat 
07 55 the! Retailer thereof 
en falk fel for more than Ten 
29 364 Shillings ; Eightern Pence 
err that for Fifteen , 
51907 TE@Sg 1099s! en 79.1 50 
tle 10 big] 1570 Yi Þ T7 via 
e 0 Tax el laid 
© Twenty Shillings; and ſo in 
proportion as they advance 
221 bit Above that Price. : 
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Ig of the Value of 


the Poor, or prejudice: Trade, for 
che Reaſons, which; I have 1077 
given in che Article of Broad- (cloth. 


— 


If we conſider the Number of Peo- 
cheſe Prices,, and were to ſuppoſe 
that there was. only 12 d. in the 
Pound Duty upon each Hat and 
Wig, here Would ariſe, yearly, a Sum 


. . 


almoſt incredible, which would be 
paid by the Buyer or; Wearer,, who 
1s at liberty to do it, or let it alone: 
And as to thoſe who go to theſe Pri- 
ces, and hO can afford it, let not 
them complain; for as they are en- 
abled, they certainly ought to pay 
more chan thoſe that are not. 
From a Tax ſo laid on ſuch Goods 
as theſe, which are continually con- 
ſuming, and will always be fo, there 
would be a perpetual Flow of Mo- 
ney into the Exchequer. I ſhall not 
trouble you, Sir, with any Calcula- 

inden 11 


- — 


ku ns, 


tion of the S6aK that — hereby . 


be raiſed, which are ſ 0 great, that 


if an - Man will ſeriouſſy conſi- 


der of them, he will find them alto- 
gerher aſtoniſhing,” ' I think I may, 
with Modeſty, venture” to' affirm, 
that they would amount to three or 

four times more than ariſes to ehe 
Sovernment from the heavy Duty 
on Soap and Candles ; which is 25 pre- 
ſent ſuch a Burthen to the Poor, and 


is felt by every Houſekeeper through- 


out the Kingdom, but very little by 
ſome rich Lodgers, who, from my 


Propofal, will bear a part equally 


with them. This is 2 Conſiderati- 
on well worthy Notice, 'fince-thoſe 
who are ſtrong ought not to leave 


the" Burthen to ale weaker than 


themſelves. 97.8 GOKU TIE 


Should my Calcnlatibiis fail, 0 


thitk it altogether impoſſible they 


ſhonld, and not produce a Sufficien- 
[is of Money rats us in more mo- 
7 mentous 


T5485 


L 3 


mentous Artieles, [ have further t to 
pro e n eu Ad; 10 . 

Pitts Gene a Tax 0 lader on 
II hoſe: Superfluities in Life 
where Pride is concern d, 
1 10 2 as Diamonds, Jewels, 
Matches, (either Gold or Sil- 


| | 5 We) Suach. ger e r \ 


Hence would ariſe! no inconſ ena 
ble Sum, which added to what 
might flow from the Articles fore- 
going, would certainly produce ſo 
much as would not only eaſe us in 
heavier Taxes, particularly that on 
Land, but alſo furniſh” ſomething 
towards the Reduction of the Natio- 
nal Debt. Hence the Rich, the 
Proud, and the Extravagant will 
bear that part in Taxes which they 

2 and hereby the Poor will be 

d, and pay nothing, but when 
they male it their Choice ſo to do-. 


x 


14] 

If it ſhould be objected, That a 
Tax on Superfluities would. cramp 
the Tradeſman and Artificer ; I think 
Emay venture to affirm! che contra- 
ry; for Pride is of ſuch à Nature, 
that it will be gratiſied, tho at great 
Expence. "Should the Duty on the 
*foregoing Things take plact, I can- 
not be. perſuaded, that they would 
be leſs wore than they are; ſince, if 
Lknow any thing of our modern 
Gentry, S. they would be more a- 
fraid to be ſeen without them, than 
they would be concern d about the 
Tax. - | Nay, Lam almoſt of Opini- 
on, that a Tax on Things like theſe 
would promote the Gn iy 
* in this rer Age. 

19 24. 096 1 
lion to air Method of . 
win the Duty on theſe ſeveral Things; 
and to bring all into the Crown as 
clear of ee as path, it is be- 


* 


* 5 > That 


4 
I. That proper Stamps or Tus 
kens (which it ſhall be Felony x6 
counterfeir) be made, and lodg d 
with ſuch Perſons in London, and all 
the Market- Towns in England, as the 
Commiſſioners of the Stamp- Office 
ſhall think fit to employ:ʒ they giv» 
ing ſufficient Security to be account - 
able for ſuch Stamps as they ſhall ſo 
receive: And for their Trouble and 
Pains, in keeping à Bool, iſſuing 
out the Stamps, and receiving the 
Money for them, they ſhall be al- 
jow'd 3 d. per l nd froin time to 
time, they ſhall pay the Money 
quarterly, or oftener if thought pro- 
per, which they ſhall ſo receive for 
the ſaid Stamps, to ſuch Officers "as 
ſhall be appointed to receive the 


7 


» of 4 7 $ * 4 
fame. 
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II. Thoſe who retail Hats or Wigs, 
| ſhalt be oblig d to apply to the Per- 
fops ſo appointed to deliver out the 

e 0 


_ 
> 


1 4 
1400 
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Stamps, or Tokens, for ſuch as they 
may want, either for every Hat, or 
; Wig, as they ſell it; or elſe they may 
take out a Quantity at once to fix on 
their Goods as they have Occaſion; 
which ſhall be fixed on the inſide of 
the Month, and Date of che Near, 
and Seller's. Name and Place of a- 
bode, ſoo that the Buyer may not 
make uſe of the ſame Stamp twice. 
And if the ſame be not done, let 
ſuch a Penalty, as may be thought 
proper, be laid on che Buyer and Sel- 
ler, if a third Perſon ſhould inform, 
or upon either of them, if the other 
informs, with a ſufficient Reward to 
the Informer: By which means the 
Buyer and Seller will be a Check on 
one another; and there will be en- 
couragement for Information from 
any other that ſhall be privy to the 
Fraud; ſo that no Man will dare to 
do it, any more than to counterfeit 
the Stamp. III. That 


| 


| L 17 3 
III. Thar Stamps or Tokens be 
allo made in like manner for the 
W oollen-draper, or Retailer of Broad- 
Cloth, which he ſhall iſſue our to the 
Buyer, accor = to the Number of 
Yards that he fells, raking care to 
hote_thereon the Year, the Day of 
| the Month, the Number of Yards, 
and Price of the Cloth ſold, in or- 
det to prevent the Deceit of making 
ul of the ſame Stamp twire or ofte- 
ner. And for the greater Cetrainty 

in detecring any Fraud, ler the Ven- 
derts of theſe Goods be oblig d to 
keep 4 Book, and therein enter the 
Goods fold, the time when, and the 
Petſot's Name to whom they were 
fold, co which Recourſe may be 
had in Ede of any Information. And 
after fome ſuch manner as this let 
the Tax on —_— be colle&- 

ed, if it ſhall be thought proper to 


Cc By 


L 48 ; 7 
By the Execution ofthisschEkE, 
the Government may never be at a 
loſs to raiſe the neceſſary Supplies, 
and that without the Charge of t Of- 
' ficers::. Nor will poor 5 — We 
be any more acquainte with the.In- 
ſolence of. Collectors. he Advan- 
rages ariſing herefrom would: be fo 
\. 424 both to the ;Sovereign and 
Sue. chat 15 ould take up too 
much of your Time to e r 
them: Let it ſuffce for 5 50 
that Commerce will not be opprels- 
ed or interrupted, in regard — 
the Makers nor Sellers, but. the 
Wearers only p pay all the Due ; Aa 
hereby Traders will not be | 
to do it on the making their . 
as is the Practice with the Soap bamale 
ers, - Tallow-chandlers, &c. — 2 that 
ſometimes long before they ſell 
them, and which they muſt do once 
in a Month or Six Weeks, to their 
very great Detriment, fi ince the Mo- 
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ney ſo aid for the Duty on their 
Goods is but too often wanted in 
theit Trade, which many can ill 
ſpare out of i How hard then muſt 
Ki be upon ſuch as give large Cre- 
dit, and where a Perſon fails deep- 
ly in their Debt, for thoſe very*Goods 
which rhey have long before paid the 
Duty? By this means thoſe who 
trade this way ſuffer more in their 


Loſſes than many other Traders; 


and therefore ſo melancholy : 2 Con- 
ſideration ſcems' to call for Redrels, ü 


Let us "I e that a con- 
ſide rable Soap- maler pays monthly a 


Duty of Four or Five hundred 


Pounds ; and this Suppoſiti tion is not 
unreaſonable, becauſe I need not go 


far to produce ſome who pay more: 


Surely then, if the Duty on Soap 
was taken off, we may rationally 
conclude, chat the Soap- maker would 


be much better enabled to carry on 
f C 2 his 


Ew]. 


his. Buſineſs, nd bear agen 
and that the Fa 151 


would be here encouraged, ſincev 
Quantities of Soap, are by 7220 
Herehy every one, from: ef 
to the | owe, vols oo ſoon, |. enſi · 
ble of P Eaſe in th is, one. 95 | 
particularly che poor ee 
2. feel its Weight. 3 "x ag 
might urge on, 25count. 0 
chandlers, | and, other I. ae 
ſometimes; ſp by bad Pe r 
very. Goods they Had pai the, Dy 


for many Months before. 


Spould chisProject — _ 40 i 
2nd be. found ro produce mag Ma- 
5 ney; than What flaws, to, the png, 
ment from Sach, Candles, 9 00 Ei 
. non. ax ; and it be; che fore.” 
chough t. adi eto eee, 
the Subject can, find no Gr c i 7 
a Duty is laid according co theſe) 0 
Paſals, in thatthe en 
| 7 Ds t em 
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cem han oy can; ONE ic jog 
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If a perſon 1 Cloth 18 a Suit 
of, Coachs, or, a Hat, 1 Wc. 
raxed. as b cforg mention d, he, may. 
perbaps, think, .che, Duty, too much 
. 5 at ones hur he. ſhould, cone; 
(i besen 15 Jae wil lf laft bir, 


brig Let him allo, confider,. 


«= 4 & + * #4 & 


| Ft in tha pther gaſe helis inſenſibiß 
paying a. Duty all che Lear round 
in che Soap chat wathes all His Lin- 
nen, Cc. and in every. Candle he 
burns, . if hecis 4 172 — Bug; 
if, he is a Boarder, andenever paid. 
A ee hin, ropiu, ſinceſ 
tisthigh d. now) begin, 
In aN 1 1 80 Al ny Houſbktaper. will. 
gie ee calculare; 
What he yearly; pas on the Dury of; 
dh and Candles, and what he may 
do 
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40 bf. my Propoſition, Tam alf 4 


he will ud the * 4 much to his 


el on this fide. Ie 
"£ 01 030t.3 nd note s . 
- Nothing i is andrer ie (as Tax- 9. 
es now ſtand) than that a Tax laid? 
upon any Commodity obliges the! 
Dealer in tliat Commodity to raiſe 
the Price of his Goods; But this ad- 
vanced Price does novalwiys bear a 
proporeion e che Duty; for as there 
are Traders w ho do Wal pa o rick, 
a Regard: to Honour and rel 5 
they Jeughe, when the Legiſlative 
Power Baba Tax on their 86d 
they are pleaſed to add fotmiething on 
their oe Accougt ; fo that che Par- = 
chaſer often ays "more! than dhe 
Tax: By "wha 
only pay oche De 
- more, ind cha Wa + Hh we — f 
any ching; and like the Price; which? 
is What 270 alſo met Conſiders | 
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oy And now, Sir, as you have ever 


£34 4 


. had a diſinteteſted Zeal for our pre- 
ſient happy Eſtabliſhment, and for 
the Service of your Country, l make 


1 7 


ber of your Honourable Houle, will 


: Lo 


= 


1o; culrivate and improve the: Hints 
here offer dythat His Majeſty's:Reign 
, Taxes, or, at leaſt, by fixing them 
in ſuch a manner, and on ſuck things 
as; can beſt; bear. them. As chis ig 
the earneſt Deſire of the beſt of 
Kings, whoſe care of his People is ſo 
remarkable, ſo we may preſume 
that nothing will be omitted which 
has a. tendency to ſo great, and ſo 


J o SS %S ; 


good an end. 


This SCHEME has lain by me for 
ſeveral Years; and J have been of- 
ten importun'd by ſome Friends to 
publiſh it. But as there is a Time for 
all Things, I did not think any more 
proper 


"ir: 1 


per Abr its publication than the 
preſent, now we enjoy tlie Ble 


of peace, which all muſt allow che 


firceſt J vg to eaſe the Subj ect or 
any Taxes chat nay be Biirhenſortic 
If any Objections ſhould ariſe with 
ſpl id the Execution of this 
Scheme, {humbly | pray that I may 
have liberty to reply which I doubt 
not but to be able to do, both to 
Four Satisfaction; and! that of evety 

one” who has the: Welfare of his 
Oountty 4 Hie ene e 
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